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Thousands attend 4th of July Celebration 
 

 
 

BRIANNA CRUTCHER THREW candy to the crowd during last Friday’s 4th of July Parade.  
She placed third in the Novelty category. 
 

http://news.rgj.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2008807090347 

Peace and Dignity Runners  

On July 2-4, 2008 our reservation was blessed with visit by the Peace and Dignity 
Runners that are carrying staffs from many different indigenous nations. Their Jour-
ney began in May 2008 in Alaska and will eventually end in Panama this November. 
They run every four years and this year their journey honors “Sacred Sites.”  
The group came to Pyramid Lake from the Susanville Indian Racheria, and did not 
realize that it was over 90 miles from Susanville to Nixon. Our Volunteer Fire De-
partment met the runners and stayed with them until they reached the Nixon Gym. 
The Volunteers offered water and Gatorade to help the runners.  A huge “Thank 
You” goes out to Fred Davis, Kurtie Hunter, Bob Burns, Ginger Howard and Terry 
Bohl. Originally they the plan was for everyone to meet the runners at  4p.m. but 
due to the long distance, the smoke and the dry desert heat, the runners needed 
help to bring the staffs into Nixon. Runners were quickly recruited and three fresh 
pair of legs sent out to help. Jacob Narcho, Stephanie and Dustin Collins helped 
bring in the staffs. By then it was after 6:00 p.m. and all of the runners met in front of 
the Nixon Store and came into the community as one group. It was at this time Bob 
Burns was designated to carry the lead staff to the Nixon Gym.  Supporters had 
gathered at the gym and welcomed the runners into our community. A ceremony 
was done to put the staffs away for the night, introductions were offered, and then 
we ate. Thanks to the members of the community who were able to help with the 
potluck dinner. The runners rested that night, and the following day as well. On 
Thursday July 3, the runners shared a 4th of July Tribal Staff Luncheon at the Tribal 
Administration building. Then they visited the Pyramid Lake Museum (Thank you to  

Linda and Charlotte) and took their staffs out to the Stone Mother/Pyramid. The runners 
spent time offering prayers and then were able to enjoy to cool waters of Pyramid Lake. 
Felipe was getting blisters on his feet, so Patrick John gave his running shoes to Felipe to 
use to protect his feet.  That evening some of the runners attended at sweat hosted by 
Dean Barlese.  
On July 4th, the runners were ready to get back on the road. Everyone gathered at the 
Nixon Gym to bid them farewell. A staff was put together by Dean and Tribal members 
added eagle feathers to it. Felipe said that he enjoyed himself here at Pyramid Lake so 
much that he would carry the staff for seven days to honor the Paiute people. Pictures 
were taken and then everyone drove to the Nixon Store to begin there. The runners try not 
to carry the staff over ground that has already been covered. Once again the Volunteer 
Fire Department was present, as well as community members who came to help. Local 
runners who came to help move the staffs from Nixon to Stillwater were: Elizabeth Sarabia, 
Treamelle, Dustin and Stephanie Collins, and Lori Smith. Volunteer drivers were Billy Jean 
Guerrero, Leona Collins and I.  Two of the runners ran through the Fernley 4th of July Pa-
rade and then continued on to Fallon. We arrived at the Stillwater Tribal Gym by mid-
afternoon, ate Quizno’s sandwiches and then came home. On the ride home Liz told me 
that she had decided to continue with the runners for two weeks. So Saturday morning, Liz 
and I returned and joined the runners in Stillwater. July 5, the run was from Stillwater to 
Schurz. Paul Rodarte came and led the runners out of Fallon. On the trip we stopped at a 
hot springs so the runners could soak their feet. We reached Schurz at about 3 p.m. I had 
planned on coming home after that, but I stayed with the group. Dan Davis Jr and his son 
Trevor invited the runners to his home for stew and pan bread. Everyone enjoyed the pool 
next to the gym that evening. Sunday July 6, the runners once again gathered their things, 
and head down the road toward Hawthorne. Dan Davis ran the first segment of the journey 
out of his community. That day the runners ran as far as Coledale Junction, just past Mina,  
Continued on page  3... 



… From the Chairman’s Office 
 
Just to mention some of the issues the tribe is involved with 
are: economic development, lake and river water supply man-
agement, riparian zone management, law enforcement, fish & 
game regulations, tribal financial management, and property 
and realty management. 
 
The tribe has decided to move forward with conducting a feasi-
bility analysis for gaming development on the reservation.  The 
primary location emphasized is at the southern end of the res-
ervation focusing on the Interstate 80 corridor as well as the 
urban sprawl of the growth occurring east of Reno and Sparks.  
A request for proposals was announced and after receiving six 
proposals; Calleo Entertainment/Red Horse Finance Group, 
Inc./Leo A Daly was selected. 
 
The challenge before the tribe is the national and local econ-
omy, competition with other regional gaming establishments, 
and the type of games that will draw the customer.  Our loca-
tion in a gaming state will also be considered for determining 
the impact of regulatory requirements based on the Tribal/
State gaming compact if and as it is applicable.  As the tribe 
begins this process, the due diligence will be conducted prior 
to agreeing to initiate the analysis. 
 
Civil rights is an important topic that each tribal member must 
be aware of when it comes to legal or civil procedures of the 
tribe.  It has been an ongoing effort to accommodate for 
claims of civil right violations or constitutional right violations.  
It is equally important that the tribal membership understand 
the civic application with governmental and civil law and proce-
dure. 
 
Contained in this issue is information about the Indian Civil 
Rights Act.  Due process is the fundamental that is involved 
with many of the civil right violations that are claimed. 
 
The securities fraud hearing involving former tribal officials and 
the Mine Central Company is scheduled for Friday July 25.  Af-
ter the hearing the information will be a matter of public re-
cord. 
 
The Truckee River Operating Agreement is scheduled to be 
signed on September 6.  All former tribal officials will be invited 
to the signing ceremony which is scheduled to take place at 
Lake Tahoe. 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions on anything I am 
reporting or anything involving our tribal governing or tribal 
administrative operations.   
 
Thank you. 
 
Mervin Wright, Jr. 
Tribal Chairman 

Pyramid Lake Jr/Sr  
High School 
 Back to School  

Thursday, August 21 

PLHS is currently accepting 
returning and open  
enrollment for 2008-2009 
school year.  
Phone: (775) 574-1016 
 



Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968 (25 U.S.C. §§ 
1301-03)  
§ 1301. Definitions 

For purposes of this subchapter, the term - 
1. ''Indian tribe'' means any tribe, band, or other group of Indians subject to 

the jurisdiction of the United States and recognized as possessing powers 
of self-government;  

2. ''powers of self-government'' means and includes all governmental powers 
possessed by an Indian tribe, executive, legislative, and judicial, and all 
offices, bodies, and tribunals by and through which they are executed, in-
cluding courts of Indian offenses; and means the inherent power of Indian 
tribes, hereby recognized and affirmed, to exercise criminal jurisdiction 
over all Indians;  

3. ''Indian court'' means any Indian tribal court or court of Indian offense.  
§ 1302. Constitutional rights 

No Indian tribe in exercising powers of self-government shall - 
1. make or enforce any law prohibiting the free exercise of religion, or abridg-

ing the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of the people peace-
ably to assemble and to petition for a redress of grievances;  

2. violate the right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, pa-
pers, and effects against unreasonable search and seizures, nor issue 
warrants, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and 
particularly describing the place to be searched and the person or thing to 
be seized;  

3. subject any person for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy;  
4. compel any person in any criminal case to be a witness against himself;  
5. take any private property for a public use without just compensation;  
6. deny to any person in a criminal proceeding the right to a speedy and pub-

lic trial, to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation, to be 
confronted with the witnesses against him, to have compulsory process for 
obtaining witnesses in his favor, and at his own expense to have the assis-
tance of counsel for his defense;  

7. require excessive bail, impose excessive fines, inflict cruel and unusual 
punishments, and in no event impose for conviction of any one offense any 
penalty or punishment greater than imprisonment for a term of one year 
and [1] a fine of $5,000, or both;  

8. deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of its laws or 
deprive any person of liberty or property without due process of law;  

9. pass any bill of attainder or ex post facto law; or  
10. deny to any person accused of an offense punishable by imprisonment the 

right, upon request, to a trial by jury of not less than six persons.  
§ 1303. Habeas corpus 

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall be available to any person, in a court 
of the United States, to test the legality of his detention by order of an Indian tribe. 

Peace and Dignity Runners  continued… 
Nevada. They also camped for the night at the campground. It was then that I had 
to say my good-byes and return to Nixon. Liz continued on with the group. She ran 
for two more days through Tonopah and Warms Springs, and then her Vickie and 
Bear Valdez, and Efrian Garcia traveled through Yosemite Valley and joined the 
California Inland runners near Fresno, California. She ran for five more days and 
then came home.  
It was a pleasure being a host to the Peace and Dignity Runners who visited Pyra-
mid Lake: Anobel Gutierrez, Goyo, Brenda, Twass, Tre, Felipe, Ysenia, Vickie, and 
Bear. I got a call from Anobel when they were leaving the state of Nevada. She said 
they the Moapa Tribe had welcomed them in and had taken care of them in the 
southern part of our state. She said, “ Pyramid Lake brought us into the state, and 
Moapa is sending us out- both in a good way.”  I am glad they we were blessed with 
their visit.  
A Special Thank you to everyone who came to the Community Potluck Dinner, 
Thank you for those who donated food, and for everyone who made our visitors feel 
welcome.  



 
 Tentative Date 

NIGHT @ NATCHEZ 
 ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
ELDERS 60 AND OVER 

Date: August 20, 2008 
Time: 6 — 8:30 PM 

BINGO!! 
Free Dinner for elders 

Prizes 
Chair Exercise’s 

Living Will Presentation. 
Tai Chee 

In collaboration with Diabetes Program PLHC. 
 

Numaga Senior Center 

P.O. Box 256 

Nixon, NV 89424 

Phone: 775.574.1064 

A GREAT PLACE T TO WORK! 

Competitive Wages starting at $15.75 per hour 

Wal-Mart Distribution Center 7048 

2155 USA Parkway, McCarran, NV (I-80, Exit 32) 775-356-5023 

Now hiring for Orderfillers 

All applications are submitted using our Hiring Center 

Computers or on-line at: www.wal-martstores.com/careers 
or 

The Hiring Center at the Distribution Center is open 7 Days a week, 24 hours a day.  

Application takes approximately 30 minutes to complete. 
Applicants must be at least 18 years of  age /Able to lift up to 80 lbs on a consistent basis 

Previous warehouse/orderfilling experience preferred 

Save Money. Live Better 

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc is an equal opportunity Employer, M/F/D/V/ 

Happy 

Birthday  
to  

 

Lawrence Mandell, Jr. 

"Big L"… 
on August 9th!   

Love from your  

favorite  

sister-in-law.... 

SMITH FAMILY 
 

The Smith Family is planning a 
Thanksgiving Get-Together, for this 
year.  For more information, you 
may contact the following:   
 

Dave Hunkup @ 997-3524 
 

Vicki Moore @425-8540 
 

Patty Zuniga @425-4445 
 

Angey Dunn @574-0178 
 

Madge Smith @575-7320     



F R O M   T H E  pl community/tribal L I 
B R A RY 
Linda McCauley, Tribal Librarian – P.O. Box 67, Nixon, NV 89424 – 775-574-0301 
 

TUESDAYS & WEDNESDAYS, 3 P.M. TO 6 P.M. 
 AND SATURDAYS, 10 A.M. - 3 P.M. 

THE LIBRARY WILL BE CLOSED ON AUGUST 12 (TUESDAY) AND  
AUGUST 16 (SATURDAY) 

 
IF ANYONE WOULD LIKE TO SELL AT THE LIBRARY (YARD SALE STUFF) 

ON SATURDAY AUGUST 23RD -- GIVE  ME A CALL 
 

FREE BOOKS AND MAGAZINE, SATURDAY, AUGUST 23RD 
 

As the US moves to analog television in Feb 2009 it is especially important that 
rural and tribal communities get this information:  There is a federal pro-
gram that provides each household with two $40 coupons to-
ward the purchase of converter boxes. 
For more information about the Coupon Program or to apply for a cou-
pon: 

* Visit www.DTV2009.gov. 
* Call toll-free 1-888-DTV-2009 (1-888-388-2009) 

* Mail to PO Box 2000,Portland, OR 97208 
* Fax 1-877-388-4632 

* For deaf or hard of hearing callers dial 1-877-530-2634 
(TTY/English) or 1-866-495-1161 (TTY/Spanish) ------ or come into the library 

to get an application. 
For more information about the digital TV transition, visit www.dtv.gov or 

www.DTVAnswers.com 

If you can identify anyone in these pictures, please, let me know.   These were 
brought in by a tribal member…if you have photos you would like scanned and 
reprinted -- bring them in.  For a nominal fee of $2 for 5 x 7s and $3.50 for 8 
x10s, and a cd:  $1. 

 
IFLA (The International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions) 
statement on Indigenous Traditional Knowledge:  IFLA acknowledges the in-
trinsic value and importance of indigenous traditional knowledge and local 
community knowledge, and the need to consider it holistically in spite of con-
tested conceptual definitions and uses.   

IFLA furthermore notes the need -- 
" To protect indigenous traditional knowledge and local traditional knowl-
edge for the benefit of indigenous peoples as well as for the benefit of the rest 
of the world. It is vulnerable both because it is exploitable and has been ex-
ploited, and because of the loss of Elders and the significant decline in empha-
sis on transmission of this knowledge to younger generations in the face of 
pressures for modernization. 
 

IN THE PYRAMID LAKE TRIBAL COURT IN AND FOR THE 
PYRAMID LAKE INDIAN RESERVATION 

WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA 
   

In the Matter of:   ) CASE NO:  
PL.CV.TT.2008-0041 
     ) 
DENISE A. PHOENIX  ) NOTICE TO TRANSFER HOUSE 
TITLE 

Decedent,   ) 
    ) 

Filed by:    ) 
DEBRA HARRINGTON  ) 
On behalf of Leann Harrington ) 
 Petitioner.   )   
     ) 
 
 
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that DEBRA HARRINGTON ON 

BEHALF OF LEANN HARRINGTON {a Minor} has filed a Motion to 

Transfer Title of a home located at 4530 Tufa Rock Road (4-12 S16 a 3 

bedroom unit) Sutcliffe, Nevada from her deceased sister’s name, De-

nise Phoenix to her daughter’s name Leann Harrington, an enrolled 

member of the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe.  

 NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that any person having objection 

to the transfer as aforesaid shall file written objection with the above-

entitled Court within ten (10) days after date of the last publication of this 

Notice, to wit: July 7, 2008.  

 Done and dated this 16th day of June, 2008 

 

        
 Jeraldine Magee, Court Administrator 

IN THE PYRAMID LAKE TRIBAL COURT IN AND FOR THE 
PYRAMID LAKE INDIAN RESERVATION 

WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA 
       

In the Matter of:   ) CASE NO:  
PL.CV.TT.2008-0053 
     ) 
FERMON LOWERY   ) NOTICE TO TRANSFER 
HOUSE TITLE 

Decedent,   ) 
    ) 

Filed by:    ) 
RAY LOWERY   ) 
 Petitioner.   )   
     ) 
 
 
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that RAY LOWERY has filed a Mo-

tion to Transfer Title of a home located at 601 Sagehen Court, Nixon 

Nevada (4-7 N725 homesite) Township 23 N Range 23E from his de-

ceased father’s name, Fermon Lowery to Ray Lowery, an enrolled mem-

ber of the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe.  

 NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that any person having objection 

to the transfer as aforesaid shall file written objection with the above-

entitled Court within ten (10) days after date of the last publication of this 

Notice, to wit: July 23, 2008.  

 Done and dated this 3rd day of July, 2008 

        
 Jeraldine Magee, Court Administrator 

http://www.dtvanswers.com/�




16th Annual Region 9 Tribal EPA Conference 

October 22-24, 2008—San Francisco, CA 
 

Regional Tribal Operations Committee — October 20-21, 2008 
 

 Site Location:    Be sure to use the GROUP CODE:  NPY 
Holiday Inn Golden Gateway,  San Francisco, CA 

www.goldengatewayhotel.com or  call the  
reservations number at 800.287.0037 or 415.441.4000 

Getting Results Every Environment Needs through Tribal & EPA Active Management 
 
 
 

Topics:  Global Warming, Energy Conservation, Human Health, Pollution 
Prevention, Traditional/Cultural Effects, Ecosystems, Emergency Response, 
Environmental Management, Recycling and many more topics 
 

Conference and Exhibitor/Vendor On-Line Registration   
Conference (Early $ 75) & Exhibitor/Vendor  August, 2008 thru Sept 15, 2008 
Conference (Late $150) & Exhibitor/Vendor After Sept 15, 2008  

Registration 
and a draft 
agenda will 
be posted 

on the PLPT 
Website by 

August 
2008 

 
These dates 
are subject 
change and  

will be adjusted 
 accordingly. 

For UPDATED information, conference, exhibitor or vendor Fees,  
please visit the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe’s  

website at www.plpt.nsn.us under Events or contact  
Lela Christensen at 775.574.1000 x125 or lgleyva@plpt.nsn.us 

Pictured Carla Eben, Vice-Chair PLPT, Ben Aleck, Collections Manager,  Dave Manning of 
NDOT Roadway Systems, Sydnie Platt-Schlachta NDOT Scenic Byways Coordinator, Bill 
Schulz of NDOT Architecture, Ralph Burns, Language and Cultural Presenter/Storyteller, Kent 
Cooper, NDOT Assistant Director of Planning, Shane Cocking, NDOT Resident Engineer 

Pyramid Lake Cultural Center 



The Numaga 
Senior Center 
welcomes all 

Seniors 60 or 
Older to come 

and have a Free 
Meal!!! 

The Center is open Monday through Friday. 

Mon - Thurs 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
(Lunch 11 a.m. – 12:30) 
 

Fri open 8 a.m. – 9:30 
(Breakfast ) 
 

We Encourage all Seniors 60 and 
over to come and join us for a 
meal. Donations appreciated. 
 

The Center will always welcome 
you with a friendly Hello. 
 

Nothing makes us happier than to 
see our Respected Elders eat a 
good meal and feel welcomed. 
 

So Please Don't Feel Scared!! 
If you have any questions please 
feel free to call the center. 
 574 - 1064 
 
 

   

Tai Chi Class Schedule: 
 Monday at the Sutcliffe Community Center 6:30 pm-7:30pm  

Wednesday-Nixon Health Clinic 7:00 pm-8:00 pm 
Snacks will be available after Tai Chi class 

No special clothes or shoes are needed.  Just dress to be comfortable….. 
 

A new study suggests that participation in the Chinese martial art Tai Chi Chuan may help 
boost immune function and improve blood sugar control in people with type 2 diabetes. 
After completing a 12-week Tai Chi exercise program, men and women with the disease 
had statistically significant reductions in their levels of HBA1C, a measurement of long-
term blood glucose control. The participants also showed increases in regulatory T cells, 
which help to keep the immune response in check, while their levels of killer T cells, which 
destroy abnormal cells in the body, decreased. 
People with type 2 diabetes can experience chronic inflammation, and while exercise has 
been shown to be beneficial, strenuous exercise may boost inflammation and cause other 
problems as noted by health professionals. 
 

The Exercise Modular-Nixon 
The Diabetes Exercise Room (Modular #02 next to the Nixon Gym) will be open: 
 
   Monday:      11:00-1:30-Open 
   Tuesday:     11:30-8:00 Bill Myatt, Exercise Specialist will be available at Modular                      
   Wednesday:   11:00-1:30 Open 
   Thursday:    11:30-8:00   
                              11:00-4:30 Bill Myatt, Exercise Specialist will be available at Modular 
   Friday:      11:00-1:30 Open 
 

Bill Myatt, Exercise Specialist 
Bill Myatt, is a ACSM Health and Fitness Instructor and certified in Adult CPR and AED, 
and Sport Safety Training retained by the PLPT Diabetes Wellness Program to provide 
individualized and medically appropriate exercise regimens for the Pyramid Lake Paiute 
community members.  You do not have to be a diabetic to utilize his services.  We require 
that you have Bill do a full physical fitness evaluation within 90 days of beginning to work 
out.  Think of him as your personal trainer……. 
 
Bill previously worked for the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Diabetes Program and has extensive experience 
working with Native Americans and chronic illnesses.   
 
Did you know…..You only need a little bit of cinnamon—as little as a quarter teaspoon 
a day---to reap blood sugar rewards.  Just don’t overdo it – highly unlikely with a 
typical diet but loading up via supplements could be toxic.  Another cinnamon bonus: 
When you add it to high-glycemic-index foods, it can help lessen their impact on your 
blood sugar. (YOU-THE OWNERS MANUAL, Rolzen, M.F., Oz, M.C., New York: HarperCollins; 2008.) 

TRIBAL COURT NEWS 
JULY 2008 

 
ACTIVE WARRANTS 

 
Jeremy Baker   Dustin Barlese   Gary Brown Jr 
Phelon Brown    Conrad Fellows   Garrett Fellows 
Gibson Fielder   Norbert Gibson   Joanna Hancock 
Frank Henry Jr   Bo Jackson    Boyd Jackson  
Sebastian Jackson    Bryan Johnson   Rayfield Kelly  
Royce Kochampenasken  Teresa Lenoir    Duane Lopez 
Kevin Melius    Cecelia Phoenix    Teresa Royer  
Richard Sander   Lonnie Savage    Shawn Shaw 
Reed Skenadore Jr   Everette Smith   Reuben Smith  
Shepard Taylor    Juanita Thompson    Nicholas Thompson 
Leland Vaca    Patrick VanBrundt   Maynard Victor 
Walter Washington   Delson Williams   Martin Williams 
Sharon Williams 
 



EVER FEEL LIKE  
YOU'RE BEING LOOKED FOR? 

The Office of the Special Trustee for American 
Indians is looking for individuals whose where-
abouts are currently unknown to our office. These 
individuals may have land under their name and 
not know it and they may even have money in 
their accounts and not know it. We are trying to 
locate these individuals so we can update their 
information and begin sending quarterly state-
ments. 
The individuals listed below are just a few we are 
looking for. 
If you know where they can be located, please 
have them call our office at, (775) 887-3525. 

Ronald Aleck 
Althea (James) Blossom 

Esther Dodd 
Sandra A. Dunn 

Robert Louis James 
Sharon Moose 

Sylvia Marie Vaca Quartz 
Stanley J. Smith 
Naomi Wasson 

Gwendolyn Willie 
You can find the complete list of our Where-
abouts Unknown at the Tribal Office, the Pyramid 
Lake Store and the Clinic. 
A complete listing is located online at: 
www.doi.gov 

Pyramid Lake Social Services 
 

Would like to invite you and anyone else in need 
of some clothes or shoes. The sizes we have vary 

from infant, toddler, child, juniors, and adult.   
 

(Come check it out and see if we have your size) 
 

Every Friday 
From 1:00 p.m.  

To 4:30 p.m. 
And if you are unable to make it on Fridays please call us and we will set up a time and day when you can 
come in during the week! 

 
Office Hours: 

Monday thru Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Except on: Wednesday 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Our lunch time is: 12:00 p.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
 

Our contact information: 
Pyramid Lake Human Services 

214 Capitol Hill 
P.O. Box 256 

New Social Services 
Director  
I am the’ new employee in the area’, since I 
am not able to say “new kid on the block”. 
Last time I checked, as I have learned that 
Nixon does not even have any blocks. When 
you meet me, you will see that I am not 
quite a’ kid ‘anymore. As a matter of fact, 
not even close.  
Well how is that for an introduction? 
 I am truly honored to be appointed as the 
new Social Services Director for PLPT. 
I trust and support the Tribal Council made 
a wise decision. 
I look forward to meeting the tribal mem-
bers and their families. 
If you have time and would like to call or 
stop by the Tribal Social Services Office to 
meet, I would like to take the time to do so. 
Originally I am from Wisconsin, grew up fol-
lowing the Green Bay Packers. 
I completed the Social Work Masters pro-
gram in Milwaukee; I have resided in Ne-
vada for the last 11 years primarily in the 
southern part. I have worked in many pro-
grams serving clients: children, families, In-
dian Child Welfare .Tribal Courts and Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs (BIA). 
I have a strong interest in wellness programs. 
I plan to start a Positive Indian Parenting 
Program with the assistance of Tribal mem-
bers and staff. 
I would like to hear ideas from Tribal mem-
bers; 
I have an interest in developing a chaperone 
list for youth recreation and wellness pro-
grams. And any other positive ideas you 
may have for Social Services. 
I look forward to meeting and working for 
this tribal community, 
Ron Pavelko 



IN THE PYRAMID LAKE TRIBAL COURT IN AND FOR THE 
PYRAMID LAKE INDIAN RESERVATION 

WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA 
       

In the Matter of:   ) CASE NO:  
PL.CV.TT.2008-0034 
     ) 
FERMON LOWERY   ) NOTICE TO TRANSFER 
HOUSE TITLE 

Decedent,   ) 
    ) 

Filed by:    ) 
KIM LOWERY WAELTY  ) 
 Petitioner.   )   
     ) 
 
 
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that KIM LOWERY WAELTY has 

filed a Motion to Transfer Title of a home located at 601 Sagehen 

Court, Nixon Nevada (4-7 N725 homesite) Township 23 N Range 23E 

from her deceased father’s name, Fermon Lowery to Kim Lowery 

Waelty, an enrolled member of the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe.  

 NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that any person having objec-

tion to the transfer as aforesaid shall file written objection with the 

above-entitled Court within ten (10) days after date of the last publica-

tion of this Notice, to wit: July 1, 2008.  

 Done and dated this 11th day of June, 2008 

 

        
 Jeraldine Magee, Court Administrator 

IN THE PYRAMID LAKE TRIBAL COURT IN AND FOR THE 
PYRAMID LAKE INDIAN RESERVATION 

WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA 
   

In the Matter of:   ) CASE NO:  
PL.CV.TT.2008-0042 
     ) 
DORA THOMPSON  ) NOTICE TO TRANSFER HOUSE 
TITLE 

Decedent,   ) 
    ) 

Filed by:    ) 
BEVERLY J. HOUTEN  ) 
 Petitioner.   )   
     ) 
 
 
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that BEVERLY HOUTEN has 

filed a Motion to Transfer Title of a home located at 347 PAIUTE 

ROAD (SITE 67) NIXON, NEVADA from her deceased aunt’s name, 

Dora Thompson to her cousins’ names Jason Wadsworth & Brian 

Wadsworth, enrolled members of the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe.  

 NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that any person having objec-

tion to the transfer as aforesaid shall file written objection with the 

above-entitled Court within ten (10) days after date of the last publica-

tion of this Notice, to wit: July 8, 2008.  

 Done and dated this 18th day of June, 2008 

 

        
 Jeraldine Magee, Court Administrator 

Burning Man Event 
 

2008 LOCALS, TRIBAL MEMBERS AND GUEST 
INFORMATION 

 

IMPORTANT: GUESTS OF LOCALS MUST BE PRE-REGISTERED BY FRIDAY 8/22/08 

 
Pre-registration of guests will begin Monday 8/18/08 
and end Friday 8/22/08 
 

You do no need to pay for guests at pre-registration. Payment 
will be taken when guest pass is picked up at the Box Office. 

  

“LOCALS” ARE RESIDENTS OF GERLACH AND EMPIRE ONLY OR TRIBAL CARD CARRY-
ING MEMBERS OF THE PYRAMID LAKE AND SUMMIT LAKE PAIUTE TRIBES. 

 

MUST SHOW VALID GERLACH OR EMPIRE I.D. WITH STREET AD-
DRESS OR UTILITY BILL WITH YOUR NAME AND I.D. (ex: pro-
pane receipt with actual addy) 

Or PYRAMID or SUMMIT LAKE PAIUTE TRIBAL MEMBERS SHOW 
PHOTO ID AND  TRIBAL ID CARD  

A photo ID with a PO Box is not acceptable. You must show a secon-
dary piece of information proving you are a resident with your name 
on it. For Gerlach and Empire residents, you MUST spend more than 6 
months out of the year in your town. Simply owning property does not 
qualify you as a local.  

Entrance into the event begins Monday, August 25th 
 

Monday August 18th to Saturday August 23th  (The week before the 
event.) 
Time: 1pm to 7pm    
Location: Laminates Building next to the Box Office at front Gate 

NOTE: PRE-REGISTRATION FOR GUEST PASSES ENDS ON 
FRIDAY 8/22/08 

NO PAYMENT FOR GUESTS IS NEEDED AT PRE-
REGISTRATION 
 

Sunday August 24th to Thursday August 28th (Thursday Is last day) 
Time: 11am to 4pm 
Location: Laminates Building next to the Box Office at front Gate 
 

Type 1 PASS for locals.:                                   
Type 2 PASS for locals: 
Unlimited pass, multi-day entrance         
One-day pass, no in/out privileges. 
in/out privileges starting August 25, 2008.         
Additional days may be added for $10.00  
Cost:  $25.00           Cost: $10.00 +$10.00 Per additional day 
 

Guest Pass: 
• LOCALS MUST PRE-REGISTER GUEST NAMES BY FRIDAY 8/22/08 
• GUESTS CANNOT BE ADDED AFTER THAT DATE 
TWO GUESTS PER LOCAL ARE ALLOWED DAY PASSES. 

Guest does not need to be there to sign up but must be present w/ 
Local at time of purchase.  

Go to the Box Office to purchase the Guest Pass. Guest must show 
ID to purchase pass. 

Guest ticket will be at “will call” under GUESTS full name, not the local’s name. 
Cost of Guest Pass: $40.00 each, per day 

No Charge for children under 12.  No persons under the age of 18 admitted into this 
event without a parent or guardian over the age of 21.  No dogs allowed.  Pack it in, 
pack it out...Leave no Trace.  



 



PYRAMID LAKE TRIBAL COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

June 6, 2008 
 

Members Present: Mervin Wright, Jr., Tribal Chairman   
   Gordon Frazier   Janet Davis 
   Johnnie Garcia   Jason Davis 
   Genevieve John   Judith Davis 
   Sherry Ely Mendes 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Tribal Chairman Mervin Wright, Jr. called the June 6, 2008 regular meeting of the Pyra-
mid Lake Tribal Council to order at 7 p.m. in the Tribal Chambers, Nixon, Nevada. 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
Councilmember Sherry Ely Mendes gave the opening prayer. 
 

ROLL CALL 
Gina Wadsworth, Tribal Secretary, took roll call.  Vice Chairman Eben arrived at 7:05 
p.m. and Councilmember Janet Davis arrived at 7:15 p.m.  All other Councilmembers 
were present at roll call and a quorum was established for the meeting. 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Chairman Wright stated the Election results of the special election held on May 31, 2008 
can be added under New Business.  The following requests can also be included under 
New Business:  a request from Boy Scout Troop 1776, an emergency Senior Citizen 
Request; and a request from Lisa Thomas.  He stated he requested a status report from 
the Police Department regarding the Smokeshop that can be discussed under the Chair-
man’s report. 
 

Councilmember Frazier made a motion to approve the meeting agenda with the 
changes.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Servilican.  Votes taken were 7 
for, none opposed and 1 abstention.  Motion carried. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Duane Dunn stated he has 13 complaints that are unanswered.  The issues should be 
reviewed all the time.  He said he can’t get any backing from the West Side.  He wants 
to know where the money is and who spent the money.  The Association wants to attack 
him for trespassing, but they open up the range for somebody else.  He talked further 
about the Cattleman’s Association. 
 

Dewey Sampson asked why nothing could get done for Duane.  He doesn’t hear anyone 
say anything.  Why can’t the Tribal Council act like an administrative body and do some-
thing about it.  This is not right and it is not protecting Tribal rights.  He said it is also 
mentioned in Constitution and By-Laws that each Tribal Councilmember must protect 
each and every Tribal member on this reservation. 
 

Councilmember Jason Davis said he would like to get this issue resolved.  He would 
possibly meet with the Environmental Department and the West Side.  A letter will be 
sent to them for a meeting to discuss the issues associated with that party.  Council-
member Servilican said this has been going on for a long time and nothing has been 
done. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Included on the Consent Agenda are the following items:  approval of Tribal Council 
meeting minutes for April 18, 2008, May 2, 2008, May 9, 2008, and May 14, 2008; ap-
proval of invoices for Bob Pelcyger and Robert Maddox and Associates; approval of land 
assignment applications for Raymond Aleck, Toni Marietta, Pyramid Lake Housing Au-
thority (Nixon and Wadsworth home sites); approval of four applications for regular en-
rollment membership and approval of a resolution for grant submittal to the Department 
of Justice Juvenile Accountability Discretionary Grant Program. 
 

Councilmember Servilican made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  The motion 
was seconded by Councilmember Jason Davis.  Votes taken were all in favor, motion 
carried. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. PL 38-08 (Raymond Aleck) 
RESOLUTION NO. PL 39-08 (Toni Marietta) 
RESOLUTION NO. PL 40-08 (PLHA, Nixon) 
RESOLUTION NO. PL 41-08 (PLHA, Wadsworth) 
RESOLUTION NO. PL 42-08 (Enrollment) 
RESOLUTION NO. PL 43-08 (Department of Justice Grant Submittal) 
 

Chairman Wright then read the names of the approved applications for regular member-
ship:  Eli Gabriel Chambless, Terrance Vidal Fellows, Donnalee Dove Malone, and 
Leanna Kay Smith. 
 

HUMAN RESOURCES – Billie Jean Guerrero, Human Resources Manager, was pre-
sent for the interviews for Contracts and Grants Administrator and Tribal Comptroller.  
The Contracts and Grants Administrator position was posted from April 9 to May 9.  The 
panel is recommending three finalists:  Frances Winn, Sandra Hicks and Genevieve 
John. Councilmember John excused herself from the meeting at this time. 

   Carla Eben, Vice Chairman    
   Clayton Servilican 

Billie Jean stated the Tribal Comptroller position was posted from April 21 to May 21.  
The panel is recommending two finalists:  Dorothy Clark and Robbin Scholl. 
 

Councilmember Judith Davis made a motion to move into executive session.  The 
motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Eben.  Votes taken were all in favor, motion 
carried. 
In order to conduct the interviews, the Tribal Council moved into an executive session 
to at 7:22 p.m. 
 

Councilmember Jason Davis made a motion to move out of the executive session.  
The motion was seconded by Councilmember Janet Davis.  Votes taken were all in 
favor, motion carried. 
 

The Tribal Council then moved into an open session at 9:10 p.m. 
 

Chairman Wright then stated that Sandra Hicks was selected as the Contracts and 
Grants Administrator and Robbin Scholl was selected as the Tribal Comptroller. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Tahoe-Baikal Request:  The Tahoe Baikal Institute is currently teaching a field 
course that explores the Truckee River from Lake Tahoe to Pyramid Lake.  The 
course begins on June 15th and ends on July 21st.  They would like to camp near Pyra-
mid Lake on June 20th and they will be visiting the Visitors Center and Numana Fish 
Hatchery on June 21st.  Michelle Fergus submitted a letter requesting a waiver of as-
sociated fees for this course.  The class consists of 17 students and three instructors.  
Councilmember Judith Davis made a motion to approve the request for the Tahoe 
Baikal Institute.  The motion was seconded by Gordon Frazier.  Votes taken were 8 
for, none opposed with 1 abstention, motion carried. 
 

Western Nevada College Pow-wow:  Lori Pasqua, Events Coordinator, sent a letter 
requesting a donation for a pow-wow being scheduled for August 2-3 in Minden, Ne-
vada.  The donation can be made for the pow-wow or for the scholarship fund.  Coun-
cilmember Jason Davis made a motion to donate the group rate for the pow-wow.  
The motion was seconded by Councilmember Servilican.  Votes taken were all in fa-
vor, motion carried. 
 

Election Committee:  Lela Christensen was present on behalf of the Election Com-
mittee.  Lela reported the special election was held on May 31, 2008 with 217 voters 
out of a total of 488 eligible voters.  The results of the vote was 182 yes votes and 35 
no votes.  The question on the ballot was, “Should the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe ap-
prove and sign the Truckee River Operating Agreement (TROA), and implement 
TROA subject to the conditions stated in Public Law 101-618 and in TROA?  Yes   
No.”  The Election Committee is requesting action on the results. 
 

Councilmember Jason Davis made a motion to certify the May 31, 2008 special elec-
tion results.  The motion was second by Councilmember Janet Davis.  Votes taken 
were all in favor, motion carried. 
 

Boy Scout Request:  Will Mayberry, Scoutmaster for Troop 1776, was present re-
questing permission to canoe the Truckee River from Wadsworth to Pyramid Lake.  
Section 5, Closed Waters, of the Tribe’s boating regulations state, “the following wa-
ters of the Reservation are closed waters:  the area of Pyramid Lake located within a 
500 foot radius around the shoreline of Anaho Island, together with the waters of the 
Truckee River within the Reservation.”   He is requesting permission to canoe the 
Truckee River from the Main Street bridge in Wadsworth to the mouth of Pyramid 
Lake and permission to camp on the shore in June 2008.  There would be approxi-
mately 20 boys plus 5-7 adults. 
 

Councilmember Jason Davis asked if they carry their own insurance and Mr. Mayberry 
replied yes.  Chairman Wright said there was a concern from the Search and Rescue 
and Emergency Response program and he asked the ages of the youth who will be 
participating and Mr. Mayberry replied it was ages 11 to adult.  Chairman Wright then 
asked what the dates were.  Mr. Mayberry said it would be on June 28 and 29. 
 
Councilmember Janet Davis made a motion to approve the request.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Frazier. Votes taken were all in favor, motion carried. 
 

Councilmember Judith Davis then made a motion to waive the fees associated with 
the request.  The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Eben.  Votes taken were all 
in favor, motion carried. 
 

Emergency Senior Request:  Alvin James submitted an Emergency Senior Request 
for the installation of a handicap ramp and handicap accessible bathroom.  The quote 
is for $3,212.  The Secretary informed the Council that Social Services has been work-
ing with Alvin on funding from an agency called The Continuum.  The funding avail-
able in the Emergency Senior Request is $1,213.08.  Councilmember Jason Davis 
made a motion to table until we receive clarification on the amount of funding he re-
ceives.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Judith Davis.  Votes taken were 
all in favor, motion carried. 
 

Lisa Thomas Request:  Vice Chairman Eben stated that Lisa Thomas and Francisco 
(last name not known) asked her about a vehicle that is in the State Yard.  It is an old 
police vehicle and is on the list of liquidated assets.  Chief Calvin submitted a letter 
relinquishing her interest in the vehicle.  Chairman Wright said there were concerns 
about cleaning up the Tribe’s yards.  Councilmember Janet Davis asked if there was a  



plan for liquidation of all of the vehicles.  Vice Chairman Eben said the First Respond-
ers asked about clearing up the yard and asked for one of the vehicles.  Councilmem-
ber Mendes suggested an auction or silent bid should be done.  The Secretary in-
formed the Council that before any of the vehicles could be sold or donated, the vehi-
cles and /or equipment have to be declared excess property and that the funding 
agencies have to be notified in order to determine what needs to be done with those 
that have been purchased under grant funding. 
 

Councilmember Mendes made a motion to have departments develop a list of vehicles 
that could be considered excess equipment by June 20.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Judith Davis.  Votes taken were all in favor, motion carried. 
 

TRIBAL CHAIRMAN REPORT – Mervin Wright, Jr.:  Chairman Wright asked Sgt. 
Henry to give an update on the Smokeshop incident.  Sgt. Henry reported that the 
Smokeshop was broken in to about 4:30 a.m. today.  The vehicle was a white Ford 
F150 that hooked up a chain to the front gate and one of the inside doors.  They took 
cases of alcohol, cigarettes, beef jerky, and lighters.  There are no leads as of yet.  
The video surveillance at the Smokeshop is not good.  Councilmember Mendes asked 
if insurance would cover this and Vice Chairman Eben said the insurance company 
will call the Police Department to get a case number and a report. 
 

Chairman Wright said he has one action item which is to adopt the resolution to mod-
ify the budget.  This is a requirement based on the Office of Special Trustee’s cate-
gorical denial of the application on the Docket funds.  The Tribal budget was approved 
and submitted to the BIA.  Fred Drye stated this had been done in the past, but the 
current Special Trustee doesn’t believe the government services line item qualifies 
under the Docket funds.  He said he worked with Sandra Hicks on the budget and 
revised the budget to make sure the line items qualify.  They moved the money to 
Higher Education and reduced that funding from the General Fund by the same 
amount to make it balance.  Because the Docket 87B fund was listed under Govern-
mental Services, OST denied our request for a drawdown.  In order to draw that 
money, the resolution is required to revise the budget. 
 

Councilmember Janet Davis asked when the Council will be meeting with the Appro-
priations Committee and Chairman Wright said he would like to deal with this item 
first.  Vice Chairman Eben said she would like to see some of the money be used for 
the child care program.  Chairman Wright informed the Council that this was dis-
cussed with the Appropriations Committee this morning and Cheryl Ewing would be 
asked to develop a budget for the three months remaining in the grant cycle. 
 

Councilmember Mendes made a motion that any time the Council receives a resolu-
tion requesting appropriation of funds or moving funds from one use to another, they 
would like justification for that move.  The motion was second by Councilmember 
Janet Davis.  Votes taken were all in favor, motion carried. 
 

Councilmember Judith Davis made a motion to approve the resolution for the Docket 
87B funds.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember John.  Votes taken were all 
in favor, motion carried.   RESOLUTION NO. PL 44-08 
 

Chairman Wright stated he included a draft segregation of authority was included in 
the report.  This was discussed in the past and some people and some Council mem-
bers may not agree with it.  Issues with the court and administration can operate 
through checks and balances.  Councilmember Judith Davis asked if this is the same 
chart that was given to the directors and has it been approved by the Tribal Council. 
Chairman Wright replied that it is still a draft and the Council has not approved it and 
that he would like the Council to review the draft. 
 

Finance Operations:  Chairman Wright reported there was an Appropriations Com-
mittee this morning to get an update on the current operations.  Accounts Payable is 
being caught up and the Accounts Payable Technician is scheduled to start on Mon-
day.  Councilmember Judith Davis asked for clarification on the Finance Accounting 
Supervisor position and will it be advertised.  Chairman Wright said he would leave 
that decision to the new Comptroller.  There was discussion regarding the contracts 
for Jennie Burns and Ralynn James. 
 

Chairman Wright distributed a copy of Moss Adams management report for the 2005 
audit.  He is now the lead contact for the funding agencies and he reported to those 
agencies about what the Tribe is doing about the findings.  He highlighted the financial 
condition of the Tribe at year end 2005.  The 2006 audit is about ready to start and 
there were a lot of things going on in 2006 that the Council was unaware of.  There 
was discussion regarding grants and reimbursement and how the Child Care program 
grant works. 
 

Councilmember Mendes said there had been a plan for the Finance Department and 
there had been discussion or justification on why the positions were needed, but now 
they are stagnant.  She believes the positions need to be advertised now and not 
leave it up to the newly hired Tribal Comptroller.  There is a vision for the department.  
The accounting supervisor should be posted and it is needed.  Councilmember John 
said there needs to better control of the contracted employees and that they should be 
here during normal work hours.  We have to make sure the contractual employees are 
actually contractual people and not employee-type positions.  The contractual employ-
ees should not be coming when there is no one here to supervise them. 
 

Councilmember Mendes made a motion to post the Accounting Supervisor position on  

Monday.  The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Eben.  Votes taken were all in 
favor, motion carried. 
 

Councilmember Judith Davis asked if Ralynn James was still working and Chairman 
Wright replied that she is still under contract, but it sounds as if the Council wants to end 
the contract.  Councilmember Judith Davis then made a motion to terminate the contract 
with Ralynn James.  The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Eben.  Votes taken 
were 8 for, 1 opposed, and no abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 

Chairman Wright said the plan now, is to allow the newly hired Comptroller to focus on 
current Tribal operations and to bring in an audit team to clean up the past operations. 
 

It was reported that the National Indian Gaming Commission filed a motion for dismissal 
on the litigation with Crosby.  The draft Constitutional amendments have been reviewed 
by Fred Drye and his comments will be incorporated into the draft.  A second mediation 
on High Desert Recreation has been scheduled for June 3rd.  Progress is being made 
and they are giving it two weeks and if they cannot reach an agreement then the litiga-
tion will proceed into the 9th Circuit Court.  Terry Bohl, Emergency Response, used the 
former Ranger facility as a command center during the Memorial Day holiday.   Chuck 
Zeh is working with the insurance company to approve a roofer to determine what re-
pairs need to be done. 
 

Strategic planning had been discussed by the Tribal Council.  Chairman Wright stated 
he included in his report the notes on the strategic planning meeting that was held in 
2006.  In his report he is asking a Council member to take the lead in coordinating the 
meeting. 
 

Councilmember Servilican stated the Lake trash pick-up was put out for contract and the 
contractor uses the transfer station.  He would like to know if the Tribe receives any 
revenue from that.  Chairman Wright said this is an issue and if the ordinance doesn’t 
address it, then maybe Clayton should do an amendment.  Councilmember Servilican 
said it is included in the ordinance. 
 

Councilmember Judith Davis asked about a meeting with the Appropriations Committee.  
Chairman Wright said a meeting could be scheduled and we would gather the informa-
tion for the Council.  The budgets would only reflect from January 1, 2008 to current and 
it would not include any other information from the past, such as from 2006 or 2007.  
Councilmember John said she would like to see a spreadsheet with all line items, year-
to-date expenses and include total revenues to date.  If there are any allocations that 
should go elsewhere, then she would recommend it be noted on the bottom that an 
amount is allocated and what program it is allocated for. 
 

VICE CHAIRMAN REPORT – Carla Eben:  Vice Chairman Eben stated she sent her 
report to the Tribal Council so they could mark up the beneficiary form if there were any 
suggestions.  The first item she has listed in her report is liquidation of the vehicles in the 
State yard.  This item was discussed previously.  The second item is to approve or deny 
the beneficiary package.  She stated legal counsel did not get back to her, so she will 
bring this back at another Council meeting. 
Vice Chairman Eben stated is requesting approval to travel to Hannahsville, Michigan to 
attend the National Corporation for Learn and Serve Peer Clinic.  She had been asked to 
attend and all expenses will be paid by them.  This is the youth volunteer group she 
joined over a year ago.  The conference will be held June 17-20, 2008.  Councilmember 
John asked the status of the judicial issues and Vice Chairman Eben replied she would 
discuss this later in her report. 
 

Councilmember Frazier made a motion to approve the Vice Chairman’s travel to Han-
nahsville, Michigan.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Jason Davis.  Dis-
cussion:  Councilmember Mendes asked about coverage and Vice Chairman Eben said 
supervision is delegated to Della John.  Votes taken were 8 for and no opposed, with 1 
abstention.  Motion carried. 
 

Vice Chairman Eben stated she did not receive a lot of information for review regarding 
the judicial issues and has not really addressed it.  Child care has taken a lot of time and 
she had received a memo that the Child Care program was out of money.  This was 
discussed at the Appropriations Committee meeting and they were asked to develop a 
three month plan.  Chairman Wright said during the budget preparation, the Appropria-
tions Committee had asked the former manager to submit a budget for the program and 
it had never been submitted by the manager or Social Services director.  He explained 
that the budget submitted by the former manager was to operate one center with a staff 
of four. 
 

Councilmember Mendes suggested scheduling a meeting with the Appropriations Com-
mittee.  The Tribal Council scheduled a meeting for June 30 at 6 p.m.  The Tribal Coun-
cil also rescheduled the regular July 4 meeting to July 2, 2008. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Councilmember Jason Davis made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Frazier.  Votes taken were all in favor, motion carried. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 11:55 p.m. 
 

Submitted by, 
 

Gina Wadsworth 
Tribal Secretary 
 



PYRAMID LAKE PAIUTE TRIBAL COUNCIL 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

June 18, 2008 
 

Members Present: Mervin Wright, Jr., Tribal Chairman   
   Genevieve John   Gordon Frazier 
   Sherry Mendes   Johnnie Garcia 
   Clayton Servilican 
 

Members Absent: Carla Eben, Vice Chairman Jason Davis 
   Janet Davis   Judith Davis 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mervin Wright, Jr, Tribal Chairman,. called the June 18, 2008 special meeting of the 
Pyramid Lake Tribal Council to order at 6:07 p.m. in the Tribal Chambers, Nixon, Ne-
vada. 
 

ROLL CALL 
Roll call was taken by Gina Wadsworth, Tribal Secretary.  Councilmembers Janet 
Davis, Jason Davis, Judith Davis and Vice Chairman Eben, who was on travel, were 
not present at this meeting. 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Councilmember Frazier made a motion to approve the meeting agenda.  The motion 
was seconded by Councilmember John.  Votes taken were all in favor, motion car-
ried. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Water Resources Department – John Jackson:  John Jackson, Water Resources 
Director, was here along with Don Springmeyer, Bob Pelcyger, and Ali Shahroody. 
 

Water Team:  Don Springmeyer stated there are a couple of items that need action.  
There were a series of meetings for the purpose of discussing possible settlements 
with four individuals.  The negotiations were productive and resulted in an agreement 
within the authority granted to John Jackson and Don Springmeyer regarding chal-
lenges less than one acre. 
 

Peggy Hughes – The original petition challenge against Ms. Hughes was on 1.4 acres, 
including claims for both forfeiture and abandonment.  Ms. Hughes did not sell any of 
her challenged acreage to the AB 380 program.  The agreement was that the Tribe 
would dismiss 0.833 acres of the challenge and she would agree to permanently retire 
0.567 acres. This was in the authority granted to himself and John because it was less 
than one acre. 
Louis Cote – The original challenge against Mr. Cote involved a total of 6.2 acres of 
water rights.  He sold 2.3 acres of his water rights to the AB 380 program, leaving a 
total of 3.9 acres subject to the Tribe’s challenge.  There was also a 0.2 acre discrep-
ancy between the Tribe’s original mapping of the water-righted acreage versus what 
Mr. Cote claimed as water-righted acreage.  This resulted in the subtraction of another 
0.2 acres from the 3.9 acres remaining after his AB 380 match.  It would be in the 
Tribe’s best interest to dismiss its remaining challenge of the water rights, subject to 
the verification of irrigation under the tree canopied area.  Don stated the recommen-
dation is that the Tribal Council approves this agreement to dismiss the challenge to 
the 3.7 acres remaining in the petition cases for Mr. Cote’s water rights. 
 

Michael Peyeri – The original challenge against Mr. Peyeri was for a total of 2.9 acres.  
Of this, the aerial photos show approximately 2.31 acres are covered by a small por-
tion of clearly irrigated field and a significant amount of tree canopy, making it virtually 
impossible to prove that Mr. Peyeri did not irrigate that acreage.  The remainder of the 
challenge is 0.59 acres which appears to be Mr. Peyeri’s house, driveway and a deliv-
ery ditch.  They reached an agreement that the Tribe, subject to a verification site visit, 
would dismiss its challenge to 2.43 acres of Mr. Peyeri’s water rights in return for his 
agreement to permanently retire 0.47 acres of rights.  The recommendation is for ap-
proval of the proposal to dismiss the Tribe’s challenge to 2.43 acres of Mr. Peyeri’s 
water rights in return for his agreement to permanently retire 0.47 acres of rights. 
 

Keith Gray – The Tribe’s original challenge involved two parcels; Parcel 1 was 13.0 
acres and Parcel 2 was 21.1 acres, for a total of 34.1 acres.  Mr. Gray sold 2.7 acres 
to the AB 380 program, leaving a total of 31.4 acres challenged.  They recommend the 
Tribe dismiss its challenge for 22.4 acres of rights in return for Mr. Gray’s permanent 
retirement of 9 acres of rights.  The recommendation is that the Tribe dismisses a total 
of 29.63 acres of challenged water rights, and in return, the water rights owners will 
permanently retire a total of 10.037 acres of water rights. 
 

Councilmember John made a motion to accept the recommendation from Don Spring-
meyer and the Water Team regarding the challenged water rights.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Servilican.  Votes taken were all in favor, motion car-
ried. 
 

Draft Conceptual Outline:  Bob distributed a draft Conceptual Outline and stated the 
Team discussed this outline with Mary Conelly.  Mary didn’t commit to anything but 
was interested in the ideas and indicated she would speak with Senator Reid about 
the outline. 
 

Bob said there are two main items that he sees and the first is the opportunity to sever 
the Truckee River from the Newlands Project so there would be no diversions to the  

Newlands Project or much less diversions.  Second, there is an average of about 80,000 
AF of water, depending on the amount of water that is diverted from the Truckee River to 
the Newlands Project and is lost to Pyramid Lake.  There is about 80,000 AF that is used 
in Reno and Sparks for urban development and about half of that water that is diverted 
to use in Reno and Sparks returns to the Truckee River where as very little of it returns 
to the Newlands Project, most of it goes to the Carson River. 
 

The other major goal is eliminating discharges of sewage effluent to the Truckee River 
from the treatment plant.  Bob said there are two vital items, first is maintaining the flow 
of fresh water from the Truckee River to Pyramid Lake and to maintain the viability of the 
quality of water that is in Pyramid Lake.  This entails a lot of different things, but princi-
pally it means keeping the levels of salts in the Lake to the point where it supports the 
fish and food chain.  Another major challenge is avoiding other pollutants, particularly 
pharmaceutical residues that end up in the Truckee River.  The Tribe has recognized 
that the best thing is to eliminate the discharges of sewage effluent from the treatment 
plant. 
 

Bob said they believe these items are realistic about achieving those goals.  There are 
circumstances that provide an opportunity for the Tribe to start thinking about.  First is 
the Truckee Canal breach in January 2008.  TCID was unable to divert about 84,000 AF 
from the Truckee River to the Lahontan Reservoir as a result of the breach.  This in-
cludes the water they would have diverted in January and February.  They are saying 
they would have diverted 85,000 AF more from the Truckee River that they weren’t able 
to divert because of the breach of the Truckee Canal and restrictions that were placed 
on the amount of water they could divert.  The Bureau of Reclamation is saying the most 
they would be able to divert in the future is 700 AF and only if certain requirements are 
done.  The breach of the Truckee Canal has created an enormous cloud of uncertainty 
over the Newlands Project.  There was another breach in Fallon last week which is an 
indication of the disrepair and age of the Newlands Project. 
 

The second circumstance is the criminal investigation against TCID.  Stephanie Zehren-
Thomas sent a press release regarding this investigation in March 2007.  Federal agents 
had seized a large number of documents.  At the same time, Department of Justice at-
torneys in the Recoupment case filed a document asking the judge to postpone an ac-
counting of how much water TCID had been provided to satisfy the recoupment judg-
ment of previous years.  There were serious questions raised about the reliability of the 
information that the Bureau of Reclamation had been getting from TCID.  There is an 
indication of very serious problems that may result in criminal charges being brought 
against TCID and/or individuals. 
 

Councilmember Servilican asked why the Tribe can’t use their water quality standards to 
do something about the water quality/effluent discharge.  Bob replied that the Tribe has 
been certified as having the authority to adopt water quality standards, but they have not 
been adopted.  The main reason why water quality standards are not being satisfied is 
because the water is being diverted.  The Truckee Meadows Water Authority said there 
is an NPDES permit that governs the releases of water that is discharged into Steam-
boat Creek and the Truckee River.  They are saying that the reason the water quality 
standards are sometimes not being met is because of the drought and also because of 
the diversions. 
 

The Truckee Meadows interests are aware of the Tribe’s authority to adopt their own 
water quality standards and it is a very powerful tool that the Tribe has.  It would be in 
the Truckee Meadow’s interest because it would help them solve their sewage treatment 
issue.  The Tribe’s authority and power to impose water quality standards is a big driving 
force and this is a circumstance that can create a political climate and can put the Tribe 
in a good position in negotiating a solution. 
 

The fourth element is the recoupment litigation that is pending in the 9th Circuit Court of 
Appeals.  This is a dark cloud over the Newlands Project.  The Tribe and the United 
States had a judgment against TCID for about 200,000 AF of water that was illegally 
diverted.  We are asking the 9th Circuit for more than that and included in that is interest 
from 1973 forward.  If the Tribe wins that case, it would be another cloud of uncertainty 
over the Newlands Project. 
 

Bob stated the principal goals and purposes listed in the Draft outline he distributed are:  
to sever the Truckee Canal; convert the purposes of the Newlands Project to wetlands, 
municipal and industrial use for Fallon, Churchill, and Fernley; implement TROA without 
litigation or contested proceedings; resolve Tribe/Truckee Meadows Truckee River and 
Pyramid Lake water quality and sewage effluent issues; reestablish Mud Slough and 
Winnemucca wetlands; establish Tribal biofuels project with Truckee Meadows; resolve 
Tribe/Upper Carson groundwater/surface water conflict; provide for additional Tribal and 
acquisitions; provide for development of Tribal water related infrastructure; and acquire 
Upper Carson agricultural land and water rights for open space and to augment Upper 
Carson River instream flows to Lahontan Reservoir to make up for Truckee River diver-
sions to Lahontan. 
 

Councilmember Garcia said one thing the Tribe doesn’t have is something to showcase 
the Lake.  Bob said that was the idea of the economic development fund.  The statute 
specifically states that the purpose of the money is to be used to enhance recreational 
opportunities and provide revenues for the Tribe and jobs for Tribal members.  That 
money would be available for the Tribe’s use in accordance with the economic develop-
ment plan.  Chairman Wright said we need to find ways to have some sort of economic 
promotion of some of these projects. 
 



Dodge Flat Appeal:  Don stated the Washoe County judge upheld the State Engi-
neer’s ruling that granted a change application for Vidler to get about 1,428 AF of 
groundwater in Dodge Flat.  An appeal was filed in the Nevada Supreme Court.  Part 
of the process in an appeal is you have to automatically go into Supreme Court media-
tion before you can proceed with the appeal.  The mediation will take place in early 
July.  Don stated he would like the Tribe’s authorized position in the mediation.  Sev-
eral years ago Vidler had offered half of the water in exchange for the Tribe dropping 
their protest.  He, Bob and Ali suggest that an opening position be half of the water 
and plus the fee land that Vidler owns on Dodge Flat which is approximately 1,800 
acres.  They would recommend making the first offer.  It was the consensus of the 
Tribal Council to approve the recommendation. 
 

TCID Investigation:  Bob stated Stephanie Zehren-Thomas sent a memorandum re-
garding an ongoing investigation of TCID.  She also included an old newspaper article 
about the same investigation.  In the memorandum, Stephanie explains that in March 
2007, the U.S. Department of Interior’s Office of the Inspector General began an in-
vestigation of TCID’s water delivery and accounting procedures.  Federal investigators 
interviewed board members and employees of TCID and subpoenaed records that are 
maintained by TCID.  A press release was issued by TCID about the investigation on 
March 22, 2007.  A grand jury has been convened to consider this matter and deter-
mine whether criminal charges should be brought. 
 

Bob stated the investigation has been going on for more than a year.  The grand jury 
is in secret and it is impossible to get information.  Research has been done and there 
are two potential ways to try to get information.  One way is to write letter to the justice 
department attorneys who are handling the recoupment case and they are not in-
volved in the criminal case.  There is a provision under which the attorneys who are 
handling the criminal case could make available to other federal attorneys who are 
involved in other litigation, make available information that was developed in the crimi-
nal investigation and brought before the grand jury for use by other government attor-
neys in the related case.  Fred Disheroon and Stephen Macfarlane are the attorneys 
they work with in the justice department. 
 

The other way is to file a motion in the recoupment case asking the court to require 
TCID to turn over to the court and parties in the case, the documents that TCID turned 
over/seized by the government.  The argument is that it is not protected by the grand 
jury proceedings and because they are relevant to the recoupment case.  It was the 
consensus of the Tribal Council to approve sending the letter to Fred Disheroon and 
Stephen Macfarlane of the Department of Justice. 
 

Bob said the last item he has is approval of his May statement.  The Tribal Council will 
take action on the statement at Friday’s meeting. 
 

Blackhawk Contract for a Seismic Survey in Astor Pass:  John presented a contract 
for Blackhawk to conduct a seismic survey at Astor Pass including equipment mobili-
zation and demobilization.  John said the BIA notified the Tribe that we received a 
grant for the geothermal project.  The contract is in the amount of $80,000.  Council-
member John stated that dispute resolution should be a part of the contract and a 
justification should be submitted since this is sole source contractor.  Councilmember 
Mendes made a motion to table the contract to Friday’s Council meeting.  The motion 
was seconded by Councilmember Garcia.  Votes taken were all in favor, motion car-
ried. 
 

The next meeting with the Water Team is scheduled for July 16, 2008 at 6 p.m. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Councilmember Mendes made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was sec-
onded by Councilmember Servilican.  Votes taken were all in favor, motion carried. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 
 

Submitted by, 
 

Gina Wadsworth 
Tribal Secretary 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

The foregoing minutes were adopted by the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribal Council, gov-
erning body of the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe, at a meeting duly held on the   2nd     
day of       July    , 2008, having    10      members present, constituting a quorum, by 
the vote of     9      for and      0      against, with     0       abstentions. 
 

Minutes attested and concurred by:  _________________________________                                             
                   Mervin Wright, Jr., Tribal Chairman 
          Pyramid Lake Tribal Council 

IN THE PYRAMID LAKE TRIBAL COURT IN AND 
FOR THE 

PYRAMID LAKE INDIAN RESERVATION 
WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA 

 
FRED CROSBY    ) Case No. 
PL.CV.CM.2007-0124 
 Plaintiff,    )  
      )  SUMMONS 
           vs.                        )  
       )   
UNKNOWN     )  
 Defendant.    ) 
      ) 
 
TO THE ALLEGED OWNER OF 1952 DESOTO FIREDOME 4 
DOOR SEDAN MANUFACTURED ID 55029185: YOU HAVE 
BEEN SUED, THE COURT MAY DECIDE AGAINST YOU 
WITHOUT YOUR BEING HEARD UNLESS YOU RESPOND 
WITHIN TWENTY (20) DAYS.  READ THE INFORMATION BE-
LOW VERY CAREFULLY. 
 
 A Civil Complaint for Property Forfeiture has been filed by Fred 

Crosby against you for the relief as set forth in that document. 
 1) If you intend to defend this lawsuit, you must do 

the following within twenty days after service of this 
summons, exclusive of the day of service. 

  a. File with the Clerk of this Court, whose 
address is shown below, a formal written answer to the 
Complaint, in accordance with the rules of the Court (see 
PLTC for copy of Complaint). 

   b. Serve a copy of your answer upon the 
Plaintiff (see PLTC for address). 
 2) Unless you respond, a default will be entered 

upon application of the Plaintiff, and this Court may en-
ter a judgment against you for the relief demanded in the 
Complaint.  

 Done and dated this 10th day of July 2008. 
 
 Jeraldine Magee, Court Administrator 
 Pyramid Lake Tribal Court 
 P.O. Box 257, Nixon, NV 89424 
 (775) 574-1094 
 
 Issued on behalf of Fred Crosby 

Pyramid Lake Board & Committee 
Scheduled Meetings 

 

 Tax Commission   1st Tuesday 
 Cattlemen’s Assoc.   1st Monday 
 School Board   2nd Tuesday 
 Personnel Committee  2nd Wednesday 
 PLF Board    2nd Thursday 
 Law & Order Committee  1st Tuesday 
 Enrollment Committee  3rd Tuesday 
 Higher Education Cmte  1st Wednesday 
 Land & Resource Cmte  4th Monday 
 PLHA Board    3rd Tuesday 
 Economic Dev. Committee  Last Tuesday 
 Inter-Disciplinary Team  1st & 3rd Tuesdays 
 Tribal Council   1st & 3rd Fridays 

 

For more information, contact (775)574-1000 

Tribal Council Meetings 
 

1ST Friday of each Month at 7:00PM 
 

3RD Friday of each Month at 6:30PM 



L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  E d i t o r 
 
The Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribal Newspaper 
welcomes your “Letters to the Editor.” 

� Letters must be 200 words or less.  
Letters are subject to editing for 
conformance to the 200 word limit, as 
well as for libel and taste. 

� Letters must carry a full, legible and 
signed name of its author.  The 
newspaper staff does not withhold 
names of letter authors.  Pseudonyms 
are not allowed. 

� Each author is allowed one published 
letter per newspaper issue. 

� To be published, all letters must have a 
permanent address and/or a daytime 
telephone number for verification.  This 
information will not be published. 

� Letters addressed to specific parties 
other than the Pyramid Lake Paiute 
Tribal newspaper, to readers, letters 
from other publications, form letters that 
do not contain original writing content by 
the signatory or personal complaints 
outside the public domain are not 
published. 

� Letters are published in the order which 
they are received.  Promptness of 
publication depends on the volume of 
letters received and space availability. 

 
MAIL LETTERS TO:   

Letter to the Editor 
PYRAMID LAKE PAIUTE TRIBE 

P O Box 256 
Nixon, NV 89424 
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PAID 
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PERMIT #2 

Numuwaetu Nawahana 
Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribal Newspaper 
P.O. Box 256—208 Capitol Hill Drive 
Nixon, NV 89424-0256 
www.plpt.nsn.us 
 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS  
Name:              
Old Mailing:             
New Mailing:             
I confirm that this is my current address: 
Print Name:     Signature:    Date: `   

 Newspaper Submittal for SEPTEMBER Paper  DEADLINE:  August 22 @ 3:00 p.m. 

Please complete this form and submit with your article.   
BE SURE TO: 
• Include your name, phone # and address. 
• Personals may submit a hard copy of article.  Hand written Personals ONLY must be printed legibly. 
• Submitted articles must be saved on CD in Adobe Acrobat, Publisher, Word or WordPerfect format. (Media will be returned).   
• Articles can be submitted via e-mail to newspaper@plpt.nsn.us.  A hard copy of article must also be submitted by deadline. 
• Pictures should be submitted in black & white.  (Dark backgrounds do not scan well).  
• Digital pictures must be taken with a high resolution for a good quality picture.   
• REMEMBER:  Pictures represent the quality of the picture submitted. 
• Submit all information to the Tribal Manager’s Office by deadline 

DATE:   NEWSPAPER MONTH:  
NAME:  
PHONE:  DEPARTMENT:  
TITLE OF ARTICLE:  
ITEMS TO BE RETURNED:  YES or  NO 
IF YES, ADDRESS: 

ADVERTISING RATES 
Advertising space will be provided to any business, organization or individual at the following rates: 
 

$100/full page $75/half page $50/quarter page     $25/eighth page $10/business card 
 

All advertisements must be camera ready and cannot be returned.  Each advertisement must be paid in full by the deadline date for pub-
lishing.    DEADLINES FOR THE YEAR 2008—Fridays @ 3:00 p.m.                  

   September -August 22        October -September 19           
   November –October 24            December –November 21 
 
 

This schedule will allow us to get the newspaper prepared, edited, and printed and ready for bulk mailing the first week of each month.  
The Tribal Manager’s office collects your articles and will forward them to the Editor. 
 

Thank you for contributing your articles for our Newspaper this past year.  Please continue to contribute to our Newspaper and let the 
people know about your program or department’s activities and accomplishments.  Please submit on diskette in Microsoft Word, Word-
Perfect  or Publisher format along with a hard copy of article.   
 

CONTACT:   PYRAMID LAKE PAIUTE TRIBE—NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT 
 P O Box 256, Nixon, NV 89424-0256         PH: (775) 574-1000;  FX: (775) 574-1008 


